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I/ Aim of our trip to Wuhan 
 
 
The idea for a travelling workshop which we plan to hold in three or four major Chinese towns from 
2011 onwards came into being as a joint initiative between the French Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in China, (CCIFC, Wuhan office – Mr Paul Azemar) and ENVIRONNEMENT FRANCE CHINE 
(EFC). 
 
It was while the representatives of the French companies present in Wuhan and representatives of 
Paris 11 University were having dinner at the Novotel hotel in Wuhan on Tuesday 10th June 2008 that 
the idea for this travelling workshop took shape. 
 
A French delegation made up of Jean-Pierre BOIVIN, university professor and lawyer at the Paris Bar, 
Pascale KROMAREK, Senior Lawyer, Groupe TOTAL and Manuel PENNAFORTE, lawyer at the Paris 
Bar gave those present the opportunity to make suggestions on such a “workshop”, its aim being the 
comparison of French and Chinese experiences in order to find solutions to certain environmental law 
issues. 
 
The reaction was extremely positive and the idea was accepted unanimously. Once everyone had 
expressed their view it became obvious that one of the major difficulties was linked to a lack of 
transparency of the legislation and Chinese administrative action where the environment is concerned. 
Such a difficulty could lead, at worst, to industrial projects being put on hold. The French delegation 
therefore proposed the organisation of a workshop dedicated to a case study linked to industrial 
environmental law which would be attended by representatives of French companies, the Chinese 
administrations concerned and the University. 
 
With the intention of getting this project under way EFC decided to travel to Wuhan from  14th – 16th 
September 2010 and the CCIFC organised another meeting with the representatives of French 
companies on Wednesday 15th September 2010. 
 
The objectives for this trip were: 
 
1/ to present the methodology of setting up the workshop (theme, participants, material etc.,) to the 
representatives of the French companies and the University. 
 
2/ to define, with the agreement of the participants, the topic for a case study which could, for 
instance, be linked to the following question:  “How to obtain the permission to run, modify or 
expand an industrial site in China” and to come up with concrete recommendations following  a 
comparison of experiences to facilitate the issue of necessary permits. 
 
3/ to fix a date for the end of the first semester 2011 to hold a trial workshop in Wuhan which, if 
successful, would be developed into a travelling workshop. 
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II/ Some details about EFC 
 
II.1 – Origins 
 
ENVIRONNEMENT FRANCE CHINE (EFC), a French association founded under the ‘loi de 1901’, 
came into being at the end of 2009 when its statutes were registered. It is the successor of the 
Association for the Development of International Exchanges between lawyers (ADEIJ), created in 
1981 by former students of Paris Sud University  (Jean Monnet Law Faculty). These study exchanges 
were the precursors of international study exchanges at a time when the ERASMUS programmes 
were not as widespread as they later became. 
 
Progressively, the international study exchanges for lawyers became established and developed to 
include China where specific programmes were launched with the universities of Wuhan, Shanghai 
and Nanjing. The institutions in charge of the ERASMUS programmes and the international relations 
department  at Paris Sud University took over from ADEIJ. 
 
Over time, ADEIJ ‘s  existence no longer had a purpose except: 
 
 in certain specific areas of action such as the development of study exchanges with China ; 
 
 regarding more specific topics such as environmental law. 
 
As a successor to ADEIJ, EFC decided to recenter its objectives on concrete projects linked to French 
and Chinese environmental law. The meeting mentioned above ( organised on 10th June 2008 by 
Paris Sud University at the Novotel hotel in Wuhan) became the deciding factor in the creation of EFC. 
 
The official launch of EFC was at a conference followed by a buffet held on 14th January at the 
Chinese Cultural Centre in Paris (1 bd de la Tour Maubourg 75007 PARIS – http://www.cccparis.org/). 
 
Il a réuni plus de 90 personnes. 
 
Au cours de la soirée, Junyi LI, avocat au Barreau de Wuhan, a synthétisé de façon didactique les 
grandes lignes du développement du droit de l’environnement en Chine. 
 
More than 90 people were present. 
 
LI Junyi, lawyer at the Wuhan Bar, gave a clear outline of the development of Chinese environmental 
law. 
 
Sébastien BERNARD, in charge of “Infrastructure projects /Mergers and Acquisitions” with VEOLIA 
ENVIRONNEMENT and Sophie GONIN (Master degree in Environmental Law, Paris Sud University), 
presented their view on accessing  Chinese energy markets. 
 
Filmed extracts of both of these presentations are available on the EFC website (http://environnement-
france-chine.org), as well as the statutes of the association and membership form. 
 
 
II.2 – Members of the delegation 
 
The members of the French delegation who travelled to Wuhan were: 
 
1/ Jean-Pierre BOIVIN, avocat à la Cour, BOIVIN & ASSOCIES, honorary member of EFC 
2/  Manuel PENNAFORTE, avocat à la Cour, BOIVIN & ASSOCIES, President of EFC in France 
3/  LI Junyi, lawyer at the Wuhan Bar, member of EFC, Communications officer  
 4/  Camille PAINEAU, consultant, member of EFC, Communications officer 
5/   Michael CHEBAB, avocat à la Cour, BOIVIN & ASSOCIES, member of EFC 
6/  Laure-Emmanuelle SPITZ, FIDAL, avocate à la Cour, member of EFC 
7/ Anne-Caroline URBAIN, avocate à la Cour, JONES DAY, member of EFC    


